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Las1 ee ! our nation once again demonstral d the strength of our d mocracy as mor,- than 

l 40 milli n Americans c l ballots to elect their leader . I want to thank each of y u and yow· 
team for your c, traordinary ffort to nsllre that all merican could . xerci e this most 
fundamental of ri hts ith onfidenc and in afety. 

ow that Lhr:: oting has concluded it is imp rati, e that th merican peopl can tru t that 
our el c1ions,; e · conducted in such a wa that the tJutcoJn . accurate I reflect the wm of the voters. 

lthough the tate ha e the primar r, sponsibiEty to conduct and upe i election under our 
C n titution and the law enacted by ngres h nite<l tales D partm nt of Ju tice has an 
obligation to en urc that federal elecf ons a onducted in such a way that the American peopl can 
have full confiden e in th ir lectoral proces and their go ernm nt. 

The DepartrnenCs g ner I polici v,rith re ard to el lion fraud investigat" on ar 
contained in the Justice Manual. ho e p licies require, among other thing consultati n with th 
Public lntcgri.ty ection' Elect ion rimes Branch ('ECB"') in some in tance . Tl10s . policies 
aJread~ allow pr liminary inquiri s including witnes intervie • to be ·onducted without CB 
onsult.ation. In i11 tan e in ,.: hich they are co sulted, the B s general p.ractic has been to 

counsel that overt inv stigativ t ps ordinarily hould not e taken until the election in que tion 
has b en ·onctud d its resuh c rtified and all recount and el tion onre ts c ncludcd . uch a 
pas ive and d layed enfor ement approach can re ult in situation in which election mi conduct 
cannot reali ticaU be rectified. 1oreover, this E practice has n r been a hard and fast rule, 
and as -spedfi determination and judgm nts mu t be mad . While most allegati n of 
purp ed ckcti n misconduct are of uch a scale that they would not impact the out ome of an 
election and thus, in esligation c-an appropriat ly b d ferred, that is not alwa the cas . 
Furlhermore, any cone rn that o · rt action tak n b_ th Departm nt could inadvertently impact 
an election are greatly minimiz d, if th ye, i tat all. on e oting ha c ncluded e en if I ction 
certifi ation ha not yet b , n ompleted. 

rn en this and 1iven that oting in our current electio1 has no concluded, I authorize ou 
to pur ue substantial alle .,.ations o voting and vote tabulat ion irregulariti prior to the c rttfi.cation 
ofelections in your ·urisdictions in cert i1 case , I ha alread done in pecific in tances. u h 
·n uiric and revie ma .. be condu ted if there arc cl ar and apparent! 1-c dib]e all gatfons of 
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im::gularitic::. that. if true. c-ollld pnt<.~ntially imr,~c! lhc outcl1me nr a kJcml ..:k;;(ion tn an indi\'tdual 
State . ..-\ny inYi.:~tigation nf claims of i:-i-c-gul,irities tba1. iftrui.::. would i,,;h:urly nut impatt thf;': uut.::omc 
of a fcdcrnl clcclit)n in an mdi\·idual State shoLLlJ noi-mally b~ Jefrrn:J until alter :he election 
ccnifirntion pmccss is.completed. Wl~ile L.S. :\ttoml.!v:-i maintain lhi.:ir inh<;rcnt :.rnthDrity to conduct 
inquir~cs and i1wc-s1igati(l11s as. th<.:~ J-:i.::m apprupri<-1lc-. it \\ill likc-l~ be prudent to rnmmcnce- nny 
dc<.·tion-n:!ated matter~ as d pn.:-: llll inary inq uir~. ~o us w as!-;ess wh~the:- anli iable evidence warrants 
fm1.hcr i m cstiguti \'t: ~kp~. 

Whi k it cs; impcral i \ c 1:1a1 rnxli hi~ allegations b..:- addr..::~~..:-J in '" ti md~ anJ c lkcti \ c nio.1nnt:r. 
it is cgual1y imrcrfl!ivc- that D~pa11mcm pcrsonnd ex:.:n.:i~~ appropri;ik rnutim1 <1rHl maintain the 
Ikp,rnmcnfs absolu1c commttmc-nt to fairness. neutraltty and nun-parti:-i~m~hip. You arr the mo~l 
:-;cni Dr kadl'rs in th.: l,;nikd S1mes l>epanmcnl of J u:stiw and l [rusl you to c-x-erdse g:rem care and 
_judgment ir1 address.ti\~ alk-g.ation~ oi· \Oling and rnlc tahu1allon irregularities. While serious 
al legations :,.lwuld b~ hanulcJ \I ith gri.:al ~un;'. spc-ciou~. :;peculaiin:. fonci ful or fo.r-fctchrd c I aims 
shoulJ not be "1 ba-;is for inili..iting: fe(k:ral inquiries. l\mhing here ~huuld be t.:i.1-.cn as an~ indi;;atinn 
that Lht Dt'parlmi::nl has concluded that ,·01irig tntgu1aritics have impactrd t!1c outcflm~ of any 
t:>kclion. Rather. I pnwide 1his au:hority :md g11idanc1: to entpha~i,,.: the need to timely and 
apprnp::'"t8.l~ly JdJ.re~s alkgations of ,wing irregulurilir.:s so that all l)f the Amc-ricirn people. 
rt:g.udless of their preferred cnndid,1h:: or pany. can hav..:: full ,:(mlidcncc.· in the results of our 
elections. The ,\m,;;:m.;un people and the lrndcrs they freely dcc1 dcservl' nothing less. 
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